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Douglas Haig was appointed to fill his pkce. At the same time
Sir William Robertson was made Chief of the General Staff, which
in his hands became the reality that it was intended to be. The two
men were Asquith's choice, and their appointment was to have
momentous consequences before the war ended.
In October Bulgaria threw in her lot with the Central Powers.
British diplomacy fought hard to avert this blow, but no argument
could induce either Russia or Serbia to make the concessions necessary
to persuade the Bulgarians to fight on the same side with the Serbs,
whom they held responsible for their humiliation in the Balkan wars.
The Serbs said they would rather perish than yield, and Russia sup-
ported them. Tsar Ferdinand, moreover, was an opportunist who
looked to the balance of forces, and at this moment he had plausible
ground for thinking that Germany and Austria were more likely in
the final account to be in a position to make good their offers than
the Allies. In this he was mistaken, but for the time being the addition
of Bulgaria to their enemies was a serious complication for the Allies.
It opened the door to a joint attack on Serbia by Germans, Austrians
and Bulgarians, who overran the country and drove the Serbian army
to take refuge in the mountains of Albania, whence after grievous
suffering in an Arctic winter they were gradually extricated and taken
to Corfu for rest and re-equipment. This caused a painful impression
in England and gave the " Easterners " an opportunity, of which they
loudly availed themselves, of saying " we told you so."
But none of the Eastern diversions prospered. Salonica provided
the Allies with a base for their final attack on Bulgaria in September,
1918, but for the next three years it was little more than an uncomfort-
able prison for the Allied armies. The fall of Venizelos, with whose
connivance they had occupied the place, reduced them to the position
of unwanted and embarrassed guests under suspicion of having violated
neutrality and always liable to unfriendly acts on the part of their
compulsory hosts. There were frequent quarrels with King Con-
stantine, who was supposed to be under the influence of his brother-in-
kw, the Kaiser, and Sarrail, the French commander, was of a dis-
position which made it extremely difficult for the other Allies to keep
step with him. The various offensives attempted from Salonica
were nearly all failures ; the country was malarious ; the ways into
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